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ABSTRACT 
The city of Guayaquil suffered an accelerated and disorganized urban growth during the last 
century due to rural migration and weak urban planning. These processes of transformation 
produced negative effects on its historical downtown like the loss of architectural heritage, 
abandonment, deterioration of infrastructure, an increase of insecurity, and the appropriation of 
the public space by the car.  
Despite the progressive improvement of the urban infrastructure developed for the last 2 decades 
by the local government, nowadays the worst problem seems to be the upcoming loss of the 
historical memory by the new generations of inhabitants from the downtown and the whole city. In 
fact, for years there has been an academic and political discussion about the naming of historical 
to a downtown that has lost most of the architectural heritage.    
This study seeks to propose the study of the urban morphology as a catalyst to reactivate the 
historical downtown by the emerging of the different shapes of urban form that, like a palimpsest, 
had been overlapped for the last 5 centuries. 
 INTRODUCTION  
Guayaquil is a city that has built its identity on its people and its history. Despite the positive 
process of physical and functional transformation that the public space and the infrastructure of its 
historical center has experienced during the last two decades, it is necessary that it be made visible 
and valued as the heritage and identity of the people of Guayaquil by maintaining intact vestiges 
that evidence its origin and transformations. Just like a palimpsest, the urban morphology of the 
center and the natural landscape that surrounds it conceal various layers of history that have been 
progressively superimposed without being erased.  
This is the case of Panama Street, known in previous periods for the 800 Varas Bridge, Bridge 
Street, Esteros Street and Liberty Street. Its location and its former use as a connector between the 
Old City and the New City make Panama Street a historical and cultural reference that should be 
intervened as a pilot plan to be reproduced in other similar sectors. The street as an urban heritage 
site, added to buildings with heritage value located in the sector, are currently underused and with 
little use as public space.  
The present proposal seeks to identify strategies and actions to be taken in order to recover the life 
and dynamism that traditionally concentrated the Panama street, based on the study of its urban 
form. 
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BACKGROUND  
In the late 17th century, a series of calamities that affected the original settlement of Santiago de 
Guayaquil led the Cabildo to take the decision to move the city one kilometer south of its original 
settlement, on land that was considered to be better defended against pirate attacks, as well as not 
very conducive to flooding. Thus, on July 11, 1688 it was decided to move the city and its 
fortification. Although it was not until July 14, 1692 when the approval of the delineation of the 
new settlement was known, as well as the distribution of the plots to the inhabitants. Finally, the 
move took place on February 2, 1695. 
Although the idea of the move implied the abandonment of the original settlement, this did not 
happen. Thus, two urban enclaves were formed: the New City and the Old City. Between them, an 
intermediate area with an irregular urban morphology began to consolidate, connecting the two 
sectors. This condition of its urban form is evident to this day and is expressed in the irregularity of 
the layout which breaks with the order and monotony which characterises other sectors of the 
historic centre. 
It is precisely in this intermediate sector, the nexus of its historical enclaves, that we find Panama 
Street. This was part of one of the oldest neighborhoods in Santiago de Guayaquil: the Barrio del 
Puente, which was fully identified and defined for the 18th century.  
During the so-called Second Cocoa Boom, which developed from the late nineteenth century until 
the 1920s, next to Panama Street there were storehouses and warehouses of the product, which 
were common until beyond the second half of the twentieth century, which is still one of the 
elements of its identity and reference in the historical memory of the people of Guayaquil. Panama 
Street was, therefore, an example of the appropriation of public space through the tendales and 
the use of the portico as a space for the exchange of functions, with a mixed residential typology. 
Since the middle of the last century, linked to the country's economic crises - cocoa and banana 
plantations - there has been a continuous abandonment of the central area of the city for residential 
use and its gradual replacement as a commercial area. The processes of urban regeneration, 
although they have given the sector an image of order and infrastructure, have not managed to 
restore the residential character of the centre. 
Among the sectors that were intervened is precisely Panama Street, in which the width of the 
roadway was limited and the sidewalks were widened, providing them with vegetation, however, it 
was not possible to turn it into a dynamic and attractive sector. 
METHODOLOGY  
In order to study the evolution of the urban form of the center of Guayaquil, the superposition in 
layers of historical cartography from 1780 to 1950 was used. 
These maps were georeferenced using Quantum GIS software and superimposed to identify 
variants in the composition of streets, blocks, lots and houses.  
This geographic information regarding changes in the urban grain was contrasted with historical 
references and narratives collected through interviews with local historians.  
In the case of Panama Street and the sector formerly known as the Barrio del Puente, it was 
possible to identify a particular and irregular urban form that still survives the physical and 
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functional transformations of the center.  This irregular urban form is considered a historical layer 
that has remained invisible to the citizen, hidden and disfigured by the current urban image that 
predominates. 
Finally, workshops were held with inhabitants of the sector to propose strategies for intervention 
through the urban design of Panama Street with the aim of making this historical layer visible and 
valuable as part of the urban heritage and reactivating it socially and economically.    
FINDINGS  
Urban morphology is the external form of cities that are characterized by the location (relationship 
with the physical environment) and the situation (relative position of the city in relation to the 
surrounding immediate). The production and processing of the urban form over time and analyzes 
the urban fabric and built elements that shape it through its evolution and interrelationship with the 
social process dependent on each period and culture. 
The method of morpho-typological analysis has a structuralist vision of the city as an organism 
made up of changing but hierarchical elements. The area of study is analyzed as part of the urban 
fabric defined by the relationship between urban morphology and building types; the dialectic 
between the physical environment and human actions is observed in the different scales of 
approach to reality (city, neighborhood, area of study, block, plot). 
The historical traces of irregular streets or passages are analyzed that remain to this day 
overlapping with the regular urban fabric imposed by the colonial grid. These irregularities can 
generate blocks of different shapes and sizes that are classified according to their dimensions and 
number of lots. 
The relationship with the building types is defined by the logic of parcel configuration, that is, by 
the way the block is divided into lots. The diversity of shapes and sizes of the lots produces a 
variable relationship between land occupation (COS) and buildability (CUS); the correlation 
between front and back of the lot directly influences the built volume. 
 
Figure 1. Guayaquil 1770. 
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Figure 1. Guayaquil 1838. 
 
Figure 2 Guayaquil 1896.  
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